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there several Ships. An action was brought against them in 1733
and over fifty adherents of the sect were placed on trial. This was
followed by a second suit in 1745-52 at which the accused already
numbered 416, and there were in addition to these about 167
Khlysty in hiding from the authorities. Over and above the four,
and subsequently eight, Ships in Moscow, there existed a number
of communities in the provinces, especially in the Transvolga re-
gion where the Khlysty had originated. The persecution dealt the
sect a strong blow, but did not altogether put it out of existence.
It served as a lesson to the Khlysty, and they profited thereby. The
destruction of their Ships they accepted as divine punishment for
their having strayed from the narrow path leading to salvation
and for dissension among their Prophets. In fact, having first
preached abstinence and asceticism, the Sectarians subsequently
followed quite different precepts. The ideas of the Priestless on
marriage were combined with those of the Spiritual Christians on
free love: matrimony was lust; free love a "love in Christ." In the
further development of the doctrine there appeared an antinomian
justification for those views. Once the Spirit guided the will, man
was no longer responsible for his actions and was free to disobey
the external dictates of law and ethics; more than that, to yield to
the desires of the flesh was one of the ways, and perhaps the short-
est one, towards its mortification.
However, some of the Khlysty in the name of strict asceticism
protested against the dissoluteness. Like the ancient Russian scribes,
the protesting members decided. that any harm or obstacle in
the path of the soul's salvation was due to women, for feminine
beauty "corroded the world and hindered the progress of the peo-
ple towards God." By the middle of the eighteenth century Conrad
Selivanov, who founded a new sect, the "Skoptsy" (the Castrated),
preached that the only way to avoid temptation was to make it
impossible for the people to sin. At first he met with opposition
from the Khlysty Prophets, but afterwards Anna Romanova, the.
famous Prophetess of the Ship of Akulina, the Khlysty Mother of
God, acknowledged him to be God, and he succeeded in recruiting
many followers from among the Khlysty of the provinces of Orel,
Kaluga, Tula, and Moscow. When beginning his preaching Sell-
vanov did not intend to sever his relations with the Khlysty, he